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 Virgin Islands: The Legal Requirements Of Boating!

Your Vessel’s Certificate Of Number And Registration Decal
✦Justasyoumusthaveavehicleregistrationforyourcar,youmusthaveaU.S.

VirginIslandsCertificateofNumber(registration)andregistrationdecalto
legallyoperateanyvesselontheterritorialwatersoftheU.S.VirginIslands.
Theonlyexceptionsare:
•VesselswithvalidregistrationsfromotherstatesorterritoriesoftheUnited

StatesusingU.S.VirginIslandswatersfor60daysorless
•VesselsfromacountryotherthantheUnitedStatesusingU.S.Virgin

Islandswatersfor60daysorless
•Aship’slifeboatoravesselownedbyaUnitedStatesgovernmentalagency.

✦TheCertificateofNumberandregistrationdecalareobtainedbysubmitting
theproperapplicationandfeeto:
Dept.ofPlanning&NaturalResources,BoatRegistrationOffice
CyrilE.KingAirport,SecondFloor
St.Thomas,U.S.VirginIslands00802.

✦TheCertificateofNumber(pocket-sizedregistrationcard)mustbeonboardand
availableforinspectionbyanenforcementofficerwheneverthevesselisoperated.

✦Theregistrationnumberandregistrationdecalmustbedisplayedasfollows:
•Numbermustbepaintedorappliedasastickertobothsidesoftheforward

halfofthevessel.
•Numbermustreadfromlefttorightonbothsidesoftheforwardhalfofthe

vessel.
•Numbermustbeinatleastthree-inch-high,blocklettersinacolorthat

contrastswithitsbackground.
•Lettersshouldbeseparatedfromthenumbersbyspacesorhyphens.For

example:“VI3717T”or“VI-3717-T.”
•Decalmustbedisplayedontheport(left)sideofthevesselwithin6inches

totheleftofthe“VI”oftheregistrationnumber.
•Noothernumbermaybedisplayedoneithersideoftheforwardhalfofthe

vessel.
✦Ifyourvesselrequiresregistration,itisillegaltooperateorallowothersto

operateyourvesselunlessitisregisteredandnumberedasdescribedabove.

Other Facts About Registering Your Vessel
✦ACertificateofNumberisvalidforoneyear.Ownersofregisteredvessels

mayrenewtheregistrationbymailingtheproperapplicationandfeetothe
DepartmentofPlanning&NaturalResources.

✦Ifyouchangeaddressortransferownershipofyourvesselyoumustnotifythe
DepartmentofPlanning&NaturalResources,inwriting,within15daysof
thechange.Ifownershipchanges,thenumberremainswiththevessel,butthe
newownermustobtainanewCertificateofNumber(registrationcard).

✦Ifanumberedvesselislost,stolen,destroyedorabandoned,theownermust
reportittothelocalauthoritiesandtotheDepartmentofPlanning&Natural
Resourceswithin15days.

✦IfyouloseordestroyyourCertificateofNumberorregistrationdecal,you
mustapplyforaduplicateandsubmitaprocessingfee.

PWC
arealso
required

todisplaythecertificate’snumberand
registrationdecals.

■VI 3818 T

Registration 
Decal

 ■VI 3717 T  

Spacesorhyphens
shouldappearhere.

Certificate Of Registration
TheCertificateofNumber(pocket-sized,plastic
registrationcard)mustbecarriedonboardthe
vesselwheneverthevesselisoperated.
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State Law

✦Largerrecreationalvessels,ownedbyU.S.citizens,may(attheoptionof
theowner)bedocumentedbytheU.S.CoastGuard.CalltheUSCGat
1-800-799-8362formoreinformation.Ownersofdocumentedvesselsmust
obtainanddisplayaU.S.VirginIslandsregistrationdecal.

Mooring Permit
✦YoumustobtainamooringpermitfromtheDepartmentofPlanning&

NaturalResourcesbeforemooringavesselinadesignatedmooringarea.
✦Amooringpermitisobtainedbysubmittingtheproperapplicationandfeeto:

Dept.ofPlanning&NaturalResources,Div.ofEnvironmentalEnforcement.
✦Themooringpermit(pocket-sizedplasticcard)mustbeonboardandavailablefor

inspectionbyanenforcementofficerwheneverthevesselisinuse.
✦Themooringdecalmustbedisplayedontheport(left)sideofthevessel

within6inchestotherightoftheregistrationnumber.
✦Mooringpermitsarevalidforoneyear,expiringonJune30ofeachyear,and

mayberenewedannuallybysubmittingtheproperformandfee.

Hull Identification Number
✦TheHullIdentificationNumber(HIN)isaunique,12-digitnumber,assigned

bythemanufacturer,tovesselsbuiltafter1972.
✦HullIdentificationNumbers:

•Identifyonevesselfromanother.
•Areengravedinthefiberglassoronametalplateattachedtothetransom.
•Shouldberecordedbytheownerandputinaplaceotherthanthevesselin

casewarrantyproblemsariseorthevesselislostorstolen.

Who May Operate A PWC
✦Aperson13yearsofageoryoungermaynotlegallyoperateaPWCunderany

circumstances.
✦Aperson14yearsofageorolderbutlessthan18yearsofagemaylegally

operateaPWConlyifheorshe:
•HascompletedasafeboatingcourseapprovedbytheDepartmentof

Planning&NaturalResourcesand...
•Haswrittenparentalapprovalandacknowledgmentofliability.

✦Itisillegalfortheownerorpersoninchargeofapersonalwatercraftto
knowinglyallowapersontooperatethePWCifthatpersondoesnotmeetthe
ageandsafetyeducationrestrictionsabove.

✦Note:Apersonunder18yearsofagemustalsohavewrittenparentalor
guardianconsenttorideasapassengeronapersonalwatercraft.

Registration or Mooring 
Permit Questions?

CalltheU.S.VirginIslandsDepartmentof
Planning&NaturalResources(DPNR),Boat
RegistrationOfficeat1-340-774-3320ext.
5106.Also,youcanvisittheDPNRofficeonthe
2ndflooroftheCyrilE.KingAirport.

ABC67689B999

 Manufacturer’sHullSerial Dateof Model
 Identification Number Manufacture Year
 Code(MIC)

Hull Identification Number

Mooring Decal

■VI 3717 T  ■

Mooring Permit
TheMooringPermit(pocket-sizedplasticcard)
mustbecarriedonboardthevesselwheneverthe
vesselisinuse.
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nowakespeed
Aspeedatwhichthevesseldoesnotproducea
wake,nottoexceed6milesperhour
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Unlawful Operation Of A Vessel
U.S.VirginIslandslawprohibitsnegligentorrecklessoperationofanyvesselor

therecklessmanipulationofwaterskis,surfboardorsimilardevice.Reckless
operationormanipulationisdefinedasthefailuretoexercisethecarenecessaryto
protectthesafetyofpersonsorproperty.

✦Itisillegaltooperateavesselatgreaterthannowakespeedwithinthe
restrictedareas(suchasmooringandanchoringareas)designatedwithinthe
harborsandbaysoftheU.S.VirginIslands.

✦Itisillegaltooperateavesselwithinmarkedswimareasorotherexclusion
areas.

✦Operatingavesselwithinrestrictedareasislimitedtotravelinginasstraight
alineasispracticableunderthecircumstancestogettoandfromadesignated
areaofoperation.Itisillegaltointerferewithswimmingandothernon-
motorizedactivitiesinrestrictedareas.

✦Circularturns(360degreeturns)withthesteeringmechanismheldtothe
extreme,alsoknownas“doughnuts,”areprohibited,exceptinoperationareas
andonlywhenconditionsaresuchastopermittheirsafeexecution.Circular
turnsmaynotbeperformedwhenclosetoothervesselsorswimmersorwhen
closetoshoreorareef.Youmaynotinterferewiththesafeuseofterritorial
watersbyothervessels.

✦Wakejumping(crossingthewakeofanothervesselathighspeeds)or
zig-zaggingathighspeedsisprohibitedwithin100feetofthevesselcreating
thewake.

✦Beachingofanymotorizedvesselbydrivingontoshoreisprohibited.
✦Causingexcessivewakesinrestrictedareasisprohibited.
✦Operatingataspeedinexcessofnowakespeedwithin10feetofananchored

ormooredvesselisprohibited.
✦Chasing,harassingordisturbingwildlifewithyourvesselisprohibited.

Stay up to date on   
new boating laws!

Besuretostayabreastofnewboatinglawsand
requirements.
Forterritorialboatinglawinformation,callthe
U.S.VirginIslandsDepartmentofPlanning&
NaturalResources,DivisionofEnvironmental
Enforcement:
•1-340-774-3320

Forfederalboatinglaws,calltheU.S.Coast
Guard’sBoatingSafetyInfoline:
•1-800-368-5647

Informationinthismanualdoesnotreplace
whatisspecificallylegalforboatingintheU.S.
VirginIslands,whichisfoundintheU.S.
VirginIslandsterritoriallawandfederallaws.

Personalwatercraftoperatorsmustobeyall
boatinglawsandalsomustobeyadditional
lawsthatapplyonlytoPWC.Seepage11
forunlawfuloperationlawsthatapply
specificallytoPWC.

Remember...

Asanownerofavessel,youareresponsible
foranyinjuryordamagecausedbythe
negligentoperationofyourvesselbyothers
youknowinglyallowtooperateit.Itwillbe
assumedthatyouhavegivenconsentifyour
vesselisoperatedbyanimmediatefamily
member.

Remember...
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Alcohol And Drugs
U.S.VirginIslandslawprohibitsanyonefromboatingwhileundertheinfluence

(BUI)--thatis,operatinganyvesselwhileundertheinfluenceofintoxicating
liquor(alcohol)oranycontrolledsubstance.Alcoholcontributestoaboutone-third
ofallboatingaccidentsintheU.S.Readabouttheeffectsandrisksofconsuming
alcoholinChapter5.

✦U.S.VirginIslandslawstatesthatthefollowingconditionsdetermineifyou
areboatingundertheinfluence:
•Ifyourbloodalcoholconcentrationis0.08%orgreaterasmeasuredbya

breath,bloodorurinetest,thatresultisconsidered“primafacie”evidence
thatyouareundertheinfluence.

•Ifyourbloodalcoholconcentrationisgreaterthan0.05%butlessthan
0.08%asmeasuredbyabreath,bloodorurinetest,thatfactalongwith
otherevidencecanbeusedtodetermineifyouareundertheinfluence.

✦U.S.VirginIslandslawestablishesthefollowingpenaltiesforBUI:
•Uponafirstviolation,thoseconvictedofboatingwhileintoxicatedmaybe

finedupto$1,000and/orimprisonedforuptooneyear.
•Uponsubsequentviolations,thoseconvictedofboatingwhileintoxicated

maybefinedupto$2,000and/orimprisonedforuptotwoyears.
✦ByoperatingavesselontheterritorialwatersoftheU.S.VirginIslands,

youhaveconsentedtobetestedforalcoholordrugsifrequestedbyalaw
enforcementofficerwhohasreasontobelievethatyouareoperatingunderthe
influence.Refusaltobetestedcanbeusedasevidenceagainstyouincourt.

Obstructing Navigation
Vesseloperatorsshouldalwaysbeconsiderateofothervesseloperatorsevenwhen

stoppingtoanchorormoor.Keepinmindthat:
✦Itisillegaltoanchorormooravesselinanyareaotherthanadesignated

mooringoranchoragearea.Inanemergency,avesselmayanchorneartheedge
ofachannelandinapositionthatwillnotinterferewiththesafepassageof
othervesselsinthechannel,butthevesselmustbemovedimmediatelyafter
theemergencyisover.

✦Itisillegaltomoororattachavesseltoabuoy(otherthanamooringbuoy),
beacon,light,oranyothernavigationalaidplacedonpublicwatersbyproper
authorities.Also,itisillegaltomove,displace,tamperwith,damage,or
destroyanynavigationalaid.

✦Itisillegaltomooravesselinadesignatedmooringareaunlessapermit
hasbeenobtainedfromtheDepartmentofPlanning&NaturalResources
(DPNR).YoumaynotmoveofshiftamooringwithoutDPNRauthorization.

✦Itisillegaltoformooredvesseloritstender(s)toextendbeyondthelimitsof
itsmooringarea.

✦Vesselsinferryharborsmustmoororanchoronlyoutsidethemarkerbuoys
designatingtherestrictedareafortheferryturningradius.

✦Mooredoranchoredvesselsmustbemaintainedsothattheymayberemoved
undertheirownpowerwithin60minutes.

✦Permanentlymooringraftsandplatformsforparasailingorotherwatersports
activitiesisprohibited.Raftsandplatformsmustberemoveddailyfromterri-
torialwatersorlocatedinadesignatedanchorageormooringareainaccor-
dancewithavalidpermitissuedbyDPNR.

✦Itisillegaltoobstructapier,wharf,boatramporaccesstoanyfacility.

moor
Tokeepavesselinplacebysettinganchoror
tyingthevesseltoafixedobjectorbuoy

Becauseyoucandrinkfasterthanyoursystemcan
burnthealcoholoff,thereisanincreasinglevelof
alcoholinyourblood.Thislevelisreferredtoas
BloodAlcoholConcentration(BAC).Learnmore
abouttheeffectsandrisksofconsumingalcohol
whileboatinginChapter5.

Thebestthingyou
candoforyoursafety
andthesafetyofother
boatersissimple...

Don’tdrink
andboat!

tender
Asecondaryvesselattachedtooraccompa-
nyingtheprimaryvessel,whichisusedfor
transportingpersonsorsuppliestoandfrom
shoreortoanothervessel
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Personal Flotation Devices (Life Jackets)
AllvesselsmustbeequippedwithU.S.CoastGuard–approvedlifejacketscalled

personalflotationdevicesorPFDs.Thequantityandtypedependsonthelengthof
yourvesselandthenumberofpeopleonboardand/orbeingtowed.EachPFDmust
beingoodcondition,thepropersizefortheintendedwearer,andveryimportantly,
mustbereadilyaccessible!Readilyaccessiblemeansyoumustbeabletoputthe
PFDoninareasonableamountoftimeinanemergency(vesselsinking,onfire,
etc.).PFDsshouldnotbestowedinplasticbags,inlockedorclosedcompartments
orhaveothergearstowedontopofthem.

VesseloperatorsshouldaskeveryoneontheirvesseltowearaPFD(lifejacket)
wheneveronthewater.PFDscansavelives,butonlyiftheyareworn!

PFD Requirements
•Allvessels,exceptsailboards,must

carryonewearable(TypeI,II,III
orV)U.S.CoastGuard–approved
PFD(lifejacket)foreachperson
onboard.

•AllPFDsmustbeingoodand
serviceableconditionandreadily
accessible.ThePFDsmustbeof
thepropersizefortheintended
wearer.SizingforPFDsisbasedon
bodyweightandchestsize.

•Inadditiontotheaboverequire-
ments,vessels16feetinlengthor
longer(exceptcanoesandkayaks)
musthaveoneTypeIVU.S.Coast
Guard–approvedPFDonboardand
readilyaccessible.

•EveryoneonboardaPWCmust
wearaTypeI,II,IIIorVU.S.
CoastGuard–approvedPFD(life
jacket).

•Anyonebeingtowedbehinda
vesselmustwearaTypeI,II,III
orVU.S.CoastGuard–approved
PFD(lifejacket).

TYPEI

TYPEIV

TYPEV

TYPEII

TYPEIII

PFD Descriptions
TYPEI:OffshoreLifeJackets
Thesevestsaregearedforroughorremote
waterswhererescuemaytakeawhile.They
areexcellentforflotationandwillturn
mostunconsciouspersonsfaceupinthe
water.

TYPEII:Near-ShoreVests
Thesevestsaregoodforcalmwatersand
fastrescues.TypeIIvestsmaylackthe
capacitytoturnunconsciouswearers
faceup.

TYPEIII:FlotationAids
Thesevestsorfull-sleevedjacketsare
goodforcalmwatersandfastrescues.They
arenotforroughwaterssincetheywillnot
turnapersonfaceup.SomeTypeIIIPFDs
aredesignedtoinflatewhenyouenterthe
water.

TYPEIV:ThrowableDevices
Thesecushionsorringbuoysaredesigned
tobethrowntosomeoneintrouble.They
arenotforlonghoursinroughwaters,non-
swimmersortheunconscious.

TYPEV:Special-UseDevices
Thesewindsurfingvests,decksuits,hybrid
PFDsandothersaredesignedforspecific
activities,suchaskayakingorwaterskiing.
SomeTypeVPFDsaredesignedtoinflate
whenyouenterthewater.Tobeacceptable,
TypeVPFDsmustbeusedinaccordancewith
theirlabel.

TYPEIII
Inflatable

Otherswhoshould
wearPFDs(lifejackets)
include:
•Anyoneboatingatnight
•Allpersonsduringroughweather
•Personswhocannotswim
•Personsboatingincoldwater
•Huntersandanglers.

Types Of Personal Flotation Devices
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PWCoperatorsneedtotake
specialstepsincaseoffire.
Becausetheirfireextinguisher
maynotbeeasilyaccessible,they

shouldsimplymoveawayfromthePWCquickly
anduseanotheroperator’sextinguisher.

Checkthechargelevelofyourfireextinguishers
regularly.Replacethemimmediatelyiftheyare
notfullycharged.

Fire Extinguisher Charge Indicators
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greenbutton

Tocheckthisstyleofextinguisher,
depressthegreenbutton.Ifitis
fullycharged,thegreenbutton
shouldpopbackoutimmediately.

Onthisstyleoffire
extinguisher,theneedle
indicatorshouldbeinthe
“full”range.

Fire Extinguishers
✦Extinguishersareclassifiedbyaletterandnumbersymbol.Thenumber

indicatestherelativesizeoftheextinguisherandtheletterindicatesthetype
offireitwillextinguish:
•TypeAfiresareofcombustiblesolidslikewood.
•TypeBfiresareofflammableliquidslikegasolineoroil.
•TypeCfiresareelectricalfires.

✦TypeBfireextinguisher(s)arerequiredonboardifoneormoreofthe
followingconditionsexist:
•InboardorI/Oengine(s)
•Closedcompartmentsorcompartmentsunderseatswhereportablefueltanks

maybestored
•Doublebottomsnotsealedtothehullorwhicharenotcompletelyfilled

withflotationmaterials
•Closedlivingspaces
•Closedstoragecompartmentsinwhichcombustibleorflammablematerials

arestored
•Permanentlyinstalledfueltanks.

✦Approvedtypesoffireextinguishersareidentifiedbythefollowingmarking
onthelabel--“MarineTypeUSCGApproved,”followedbythesizeandtype
symbolsandtheapprovalnumber.

Usethischarttodeterminethetypeandquantityrequiredforyourvessel:
LengthofVessel WithoutFixedSystem WithFixedSystem*

Lessthan26feet 1B-I None
26feettolessthan40feet 2B-Ior1B-II 1B-I
40feettolessthan65feet 3B-Ior1B-IIand1B-I 2B-Ior1B-II
 *referstoapermanentlyinstalledfireextinguishersystem

✦Extinguishersshouldbeplacedinanaccessiblearea--notneartheengineorin
acompartment,butwheretheycanbereachedimmediately.Besureyouknow
howtooperatethemandcheckallextinguishersregularlytomakesurethey
arefullycharged.
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VesselsbuiltafterJuly31,1980,whichcontain
powerexhaustblowersingasolineengine
compartments,musthavetheabovewarning
stickerneartheinstrumentpanel.

WARNING:
Gasolinevaporscanexplode.Before

startingengine,operateblowerforfour
minutesandcheck(usingyournose)

enginecompartmentforgasolinevapors.

backfire
Explosionofprematurelyignitedfuelorof
unburnedexhaustgasesinaninternal
combustionengine

Powerboatsarebuilttoventilatetheenginewhen
underway.Asthepowerboatmovesalong,anair
intakescoopsupfreshairandforcesitdownthe
airductintotheenginecompartment.Theexhaust
sucksouttheexplosivefumesfromthelowestpart
oftheengineandfuelcompartments.

cowl
Hoodedopeningusedforventilation

Backfire Flame Arrestors
Becausevesselenginesmaybackfire,allpowerboats(exceptoutboards)fueled

withgasolinemusthaveanapprovedbackfireflamearrestoroneachcarburetor.
Theyaredesignedtopreventtheignitionofgasolinevaporsincasetheengine
backfires.

✦Backfireflamearrestorsmustbe:
•Ingoodandserviceablecondition
•U.S.CoastGuard–approved,ormustcomplywithSAEJ-1928orUL1111

standards.
✦Periodicallycleantheflamearrestorandcheckforanydamage.

Ventilation Systems
Theimportanceofventilationiscrucial.Thepurposeofventilationsystemsis

toavoidexplosionsbyremovingflammablegases.Properlyinstalledventilation
systemsgreatlyreducethechanceofalife-threateningexplosion.

✦Allvesselswithgas-poweredengines,constructedinawaythatwouldentrap
fumes,musthaveatleasttwoventilationductsfittedwithcowlstoremove
thefumes.

✦Ifyourvesselisequippedwithapowerventilationsystem,turnitonforat
leastfourminutesafterfueling,priortostartingyourengine.

Mufflers
Allvesselenginesmustbeequippedwithaneffectivemufflingdeviceorunder-

waterexhaust.Excessivenoisecanpreventavesseloperatorfromhearingsignals
andvoices.

✦Operationofloudorunmuffledvesselisprohibited.
✦Itisillegaltomodifythemufflingsystemofyourvessel’sengineiftheresultis

increasednoise.
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Navigation Lights
✦Vesseloperatorsmustmakesurethattheirvesselsareequippedwiththe

propernavigationlightsandusethelightsduringtheseconditions:
•Whenawayfromthedockbetweensunsetandsunrise
•Duringperiodsofrestrictedvisibilitysuchasfogorheavyrain.

✦Thedifferenttypesofnavigationlightsaredescribedin“NightNavigation”
inChapter3.Nootherlightsthatmaybemistakenforrequirednavigation
lightsmaybeexhibited.Note:blueorredflashinglightsarerestrictedtousebylaw
enforcementvesselsonly.

✦Therequirednavigationlightsdifferdependingonthetypeandsizeofyour
vessel.Thecommonlightingconfigurationsforrecreationalvesselsareshown
below.ForotherconfigurationsandrequirementsforlargervesselsseetheU.S.
CoastGuard’s“NavigationRules.”

Power-DrivenVesselsLessThan20MetersLongWhenUnderway
Iflessthan20meters(65.6ft.)long,thesevesselsmustexhibitthelightsas

showninillustration1.Remember,power-drivenvesselsincludesailboatsoperating
underpower.Therequiredlightsare:

✦Redandgreensidelightsvisiblefromadistanceofatleasttwomiles(orifless
than12meters(39.4ft.)long,atleastonemile)onadarkclearnight

✦Anall-roundwhitelightorbothamastheadlightandasternlight.These
lightsmustbevisiblefromadistanceofatleasttwomilesonadarkclear
night.Theall-roundwhitelight(orthemastheadlight)mustbeatleastone
meter(3.3ft.)higherthanthesidelights.

UnpoweredVesselsWhenUnderway
Unpoweredvesselsaresailboatsorthosethatarepaddled,poledandrowed.
✦Iflessthan20meters(65.6ft.)long,thesevesselsmustexhibitthelightsas

showninillustration2:
•Redandgreensidelightsvisiblefromadistanceofatleasttwomiles(orif

lessthan12meters(39.4ft.)long,atleastonemile)onadarkclearnight
•Asternlightvisiblefromadistanceofatleasttwomiles.

✦Iflessthan7meters(23.0ft.)long,thesevesselsshould:
•Ifpractical,exhibitthesamelightsasrequiredforunpoweredvesselsless

than20meters(65.6ft.)inlength.
•Ifnotpractical,haveonhandatleastonelanternorflashlightshininga

whitelightasshowninillustration3.

AllVesselsWhenNotUnderway
Allvesselsarerequiredtodisplayawhitelightvisiblefromalldirections

whenevertheyaremooredoranchoredawayfromdockbetweensunsetandsunrise.

3. Unpowered Vessels Less Than 7 Meters

2.  Unpowered Vessels Less Than 20 Meters

1.  Power-Driven Vessels Less Than 20 Meters

Vesseloperators
shouldneverleave
shorewithouta
flashlight.Even
ifyouplanto
returnbeforedark,
unforeseendevelop-
mentsmightdelay
yourreturnpast
nightfall.

Analternativeto
thesidelightsand
sternlightisa
combinationred,
greenandwhite
light,whichmust
beexhibitednear
thetopofthe
mast.

Lessthan12metersonly
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Visual Distress Signals Required by Federal Law
VisualDistressSignals(VDSs)allowvesseloperatorstosignalforhelpinthe

eventofanemergency.VDSsareclassifiedasdaysignals(visibleinbrightsunlight),
nightsignals(visibleatnight)orbothdayandnightsignals.VDSsareeither
pyrotechnic(smokeandflames)ornon-pyrotechnic(non-combustible).AllVDSs
mustbeinserviceablecondition,readilyaccessible,andcertifiedascomplyingwith
USCGrequirements.

✦AllvesselsusedonfederallycontrolledwatersmustbeequippedwithU.S.
CoastGuard–approvedvisualdistresssignals.

✦Allvesselsonfederalwatersarerequiredtocarrynightsignalswhenoperating
betweensunsetandsunrise.Inaddition,thefollowingvesselsmustalsocarry
daysignals:
•Recreationalvessels16feetorlonger
•Non-motorized,opensailboats26feetorlonger.

✦IfpyrotechnicVDSsareused,aminimumofthreemustbeonboard.

Pyrotechnic Devices
• Pyrotechnicsareexcellentdistresssignals.

However,thereispotentialforinjuryand
propertydamageifnotproperlyhandled.These
devicesproduceaveryhotflameandtheresidue
cancauseburnsandigniteflammablematerials.

• Pistollaunchedandhand-heldparachuteflares
andmeteorshavemanycharacteristicsofa
firearmandmustbehandledwithcaution.In
somestatestheyareconsideredafirearmandare
prohibitedfromuse.

• Pyrotechnicdevicesshouldbestoredinacool,
dry,andprominentlymarkedlocation.

Non-Pyrotechnic Devices
• Thedistressflagisadaysignalonly.Itmust

beatleast3x3feetwithablacksquareand
ballonanorangebackground.

• Theelectricdistresslightisacceptedfornight
useonlyandmustautomaticallyflashthe
internationalSOSdistresssignal.

Arm Signal
AlthoughnotaU.S.CoastGuard–approved
VDS,usethisarmactiontosummonhelpifyou
donothaveothervisualdistresssignalsavailable.

Non-Pyrotechnic Visual Distress Signals
ElectricLight
NightSignal

OrangeFlag
DaySignal

OrangeSmoke
DaySignal

RedMeteor
DayandNightSignal

RedFlare
DayandNightSignal

Pyrotechnic Visual Distress Signals

U.S. Coast Guard–Approved Visual Distress Signals

✦ThefollowingcombinationsofsignalsareexamplesofVDSsthatcouldbe
carriedonboardtosatisfyU.S.CoastGuardrequirements:
•Threehand-heldredflares(dayandnight)
•Onehand-heldredflareandtworedmeteors(dayandnight)
•Onehand-heldorangesmokesignal(day),twofloatingorangesmokesignals

(day)andoneelectriclight(nightonly).
✦Itisprohibitedtodisplayvisualdistresssignalsonthewaterexceptwhen

assistanceisrequiredtopreventimmediateorpotentialdangertopersons
onboardavessel.

federallycontrolledwaters
Watersonwhichvesselsmustobservefederal
requirements,includingVDSrequirements.
Thesewatersinclude:

•Coastalwaters

•TheGreatLakes

•Territorialseas

•Waterswhicharetwomileswideor
widerandaredirectlyconnectedtooneof
theabove.
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Sound Producing Devices
Inperiodsofreducedvisibilityorwheneveravesseloperatorneedstosignalhis

orherintentionsorposition,asoundproducingdeviceisessential.Navigationrules
formeetinghead-on,crossingandovertakingsituationsdescribedinChapter3are
examplesofwhensoundsignalsarerequired.Thesoundproducingdevicemaybea
whistle,hornorbellthatisaudibleforone-halfmile.

✦Vesselslessthan12meters(39.4ft.)inlength,whichincludesPWC,are
requiredtocarryawhistleorhornorsomeothermeanstomakeanefficient
soundsignaltosignalintentionsorpositions.

✦Vesselsthatare12meters(39.4ft.)ormoreinlengtharerequiredtocarry
onboardawhistleorhorn,andabell.

Other Equipment and Regulations
✦DiverDownFlagTheU.S.CoastGuard’sNavigationRulesrequirethata

recreationalvesselengagedindivingactivities,scubaorsnorkeling,duringthe
dayexhibitarigidreplicaoftheInternationalCodeFlag“Alpha”notlessthan
onemeter(3.3feet)hightoindicatethatitisrestrictedinitsabilityto
maneuver.Inaddition,aredandwhitediversflagmaybedisplayedonthe
watertomarkadiver’slocation.Atnight,redoverwhiteoverred360ºlights
mustbedisplayed.Thediversflagisarectangularredflag,atleast12x15
inches,withawhitediagonalstripe.Vesselsnotengagedindivingactivities
shouldstayclearofareasmarkedbya“diverdown”flag,stayingasfaraway
fromtheflagasisreasonableandprudentforthecircumstances.Thesuggested
safedistancefromadiverdownflagis100yards.

✦MarineEventsYoumustobtainauthorizationfromtheCommissioner
ofPlanningandNaturalResourcestoholdamarineparade,regatta,race,
tournament,exhibitionoranyothereventonU.S.VirginIslandswaters.The
personinchargeoftheeventmustapplytotheDepartmentofPlanningand
NaturalResourcesforapermitatleast15dayspriortotheevent.

✦VHFRadioSomevesselsequippedwithVHFradiosarerequiredtohavea
ShipStationLicensebytheFederalCommunicationsCommission(FCC).
•Asof1996,mostrecreationalvesselsnolongerneedanFCClicenseif

operatingdomestically.“Domestically”meansnottravelingtoforeignports
ortransmittingtoforeignstations,includingCanada.

•RecreationalvesselsstillrequiredtocarryanFCCShipStationLicenseare
powerboatsover20meters(65.6feet)inlengthandanyvesselonan
internationalvoyage.

Divers Flag Alpha Flag

Scubadiversandsnorkelersshouldnotplacea
flaginanareaalreadyoccupiedbyotherboaters
orwheretheirdivingoperationwillimpedethe
normalflowofwaterwaytraffic.Diversshould
alsofollowallofthewatersafetyrulesthemselves.

For FCC information...

•CalltheFCCforarecordedmessageat:
1-800-322-1117

•OntheInternet,gototheFCCwebsite:
http://wireless.fcc.gov/marine/

Common Sound Signals
Somecommonsoundsignalsthatyoushouldbe
familiarwithasarecreationalboaterare:

ChangingDirection
•Oneshortblasttellsotherboaters“Iintendto

turntomyright.”

•Twoshortblaststellsotherboaters“Iintendto
turntomyleft.”

•Threeshortblaststellsotherboaters“Iam
backingup.”

RestrictedVisibility
•Oneprolongedblastatintervalsofnotmore

thantwominutesisthesignalusedbypower-
boatswhenunderway.

•Oneprolongedplustwoshortblastsatintervals
ofnotmorethantwominutesisthesignalused
bysailboatsundersailalone.

Warning
•Oneprolongedblastisawarningsignal

(forexample,usedwhencomingaroundablind
bendorexitingaslip)

•Five(ormore)short,rapidblastsareusedto
signaldangerortosignalthatyoudonot
understandtheotherboater’sintentions.
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Requirements Specific To PWC 
PWCoperatorsmustobeyallboatinglaws(especiallytheoperationlawsonpage

3).Inaddition,PWCoperatorshaverequirementsspecifictotheirwatercraft.
✦EveryoneonboardorbeingtowedbehindaPWCmustwearaU.S.Coast

Guard–approvedTypeI,II,IIIorVpersonalflotationdevice(lifejacket).
✦AnoperatorofaPWCequippedwithalanyard-typeignitionsafetyswitch

mustattachthelanyardtohisorherperson,clothingorPFD.
✦PWCmaybeoperatedonlyduringthehoursbetweenone-halfhourbefore

sunrisetoone-halfhouraftersunsetunlessthePWCproperlydisplaysU.S.
CoastGuard–approvednavigationlightsinstalledbythemanufactureror
specificallyapprovedbytheU.S.CoastGuardorDPNR.

✦PWCmustbeoperatedinasafeandresponsiblemanner.Maneuverswhich
unreasonablyorunnecessarilyendangerlife,limb,orpropertyareillegal.
Examplesofillegaloperationare:
•WeavingyourPWCthroughcongestedwaterwaytraffic
•Jumpingthewakeofanothervesselunreasonablyorunnecessarilycloseto

theothervesselorwhenvisibilityaroundtheothervesselisobstructed
•Swervingatthelastpossiblemomentinordertoavoidcollision.

✦PWCoperatorsmustmeettheage/educationrequirements(seepage2).
✦ItisillegaltooperateaPWCatgreaterthannowakespeedwithin100feetof

anotherPWC.
✦Exceptfortraveltoandfromoperationareas,alloperationofpersonalwater-

craftmustbeinoperationareas.Traveltoandfromoperationareasmustbeby
themostdirectroutethatcanbenavigatedsafely.

Towing A Person Legally With A Vessel
Vesseloperatorstowingaperson(s)onwaterskis,surfboardorsimilardevice

mustalsoobeytheselaws:
✦Allpersonsbeingtowedbehindavesselonwaterskisoranyotherdevicemust

wearaU.S.CoastGuard–approvedTypeI,II,IIIorVpersonalflotationdevice
(lifejacket).SkibeltsarenotapprovedPFDs.

✦Itisillegaltotowaperson(s)onwaterskisoranyotherdeviceduringthe
hoursofonehouraftersunsettoonehourbeforesunrise.

✦Everyvesseltowingaperson(s)onwaterskisoranyotherdevicemusthave
onboardaperson,inadditiontothevesseloperator,inapositiontoobservethe
towedperson(s).

✦Itisillegaltooperatethetowingvesselortomanipulateatowropeinsuch
awayastocausethewaterskisorotherdevice,orperson(s)beingtowed,to
collidewithorstrikeanyobjectorperson.

✦Itisillegaltotowaperson(s)onwaterskisoranyotherdevicebehindavessel
inanyareadesignatedasayachtanchorageorwithin500feetofanyshoreline
whereswimmingtakesplaceorwherevesselsareanchored/moored.

✦Personalwatercraftmustbedesignedbythemanufacturertospecificallyallow
forthetowingofapersononwaterskisorotherdevicetolegallydoso.When
thePWCistowingaperson,apassengermustfacethepersonbeingtowed.

✦Parasailingactivitiesinterritorialwatersmustbeconductedincompliance
withrulesandregulationspromulgatedbytheU.S.CoastGuard.Commercial
parasailingactivitiesmaybeconductedonlybylicensedpersonnel.

AsanownerofaPWC,youmaybeheld
responsibleifyouknowinglyallowanyone
elsetooperateyourPWCinviolationofU.S.
VirginIslandslaw.

Remember...

WhenaPWCistowingaperson,apassenger
mustfacethepersonbeingtowed.Also,thePWC
shouldberatedtocarryatleastthreepeople--the
operator,theobserverandtheretrievedskier.

operationareas
St.ThomasandSt.John:anareaseaward
200feetofanyfringingorshallowreef,
butinnocaselessthan500feetfrom
theshoreline(includingoffshorecaysand
islands);andanarea500feetfromany
designatednon-motorizedrecreationalwater-
sportsactivityarea,suchasswimming,
snorkeling,diving,surfingandsailboarding
(windsurfing)

St.Croix:anareaseaward200feetofany
fringingorshallowreef,butinnocaseless
than400feetfromtheshoreline(including
offshorecaysandislands);andanarea
500feetfromanydesignatednon-motorized
recreationalwatersportsactivityarea,suchas
swimming,snorkeling,diving,surfingand
sailboarding(windsurfing)
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Waste, Oil, And Trash Disposal In U.S. Virgin Islands And Federal Waters
Itisillegaltodischargewaste,oilortrashintoanyfederallycontrolledorU.S.

VirginIslandsterritorialwatersandforverygoodreasons.
✦Sewagecarriesdiseaseandisharmfultopeople,aquaticplantsandanimals.
✦Trashthrownintothewatercaninjureswimmersandwildlifealike.Itcanalso

plugenginecoolingwaterintakes.
✦Pollutionisunsightlyandtakesawayfromyourenjoymentofthewater.
Vesseloperatorsneedtobeawareofthefollowingregulationsforwaste,oiland

trashdisposalthatapplytobothfederallycontrolledandstatewaters.TheRefuse
Actprohibitsthrowing,dischargingordepositinganyrefusematterofanykind
(includingtrash,garbage,oil,andotherliquidpollutants)intothewatersofthe
UnitedStates.TheterritorialwatersoftheU.S.VirginIslandshavebeendesig-
nateda“NoDischarge”zone.

TheDischargeOfSewageAndWaste
✦Itisillegalforavesseltodischargerawsewagewithinthe3nauticalmile

limitoftheterritorialwatersoftheU.S.VirginIslands.
✦Ifyouhavearecreationalvesselwithinstalledtoiletfacilities,itmusthavean

operablemarinesanitationdevice(MSD)onboard.
✦ThetypesofMSDsare:

•TypeIIIMSD,thesimplestandmostcommon,consistsofholdingtanks.It
requiresonlyasmallstoragespaceandissimpletooperate.Treatedwaste
maybedischargedinU.S.watersexceptin“NoDischarge”zones.“Y”valves
onanyMSDthatallowuntreatedwastetobedischargedmustbesecuredup
to3milesfromshore.

•TypesIandIIMSDsareusuallyfoundonlargevessels.Wasteistreatedwith
specialchemicalstokillbacteriabeforethewasteisdischarged.TypesIand
IIMSDswith“Y”valvesthatdirectthewasteoverboardmustbesecuredso
thatthevalvecannotbeopened.Thiscanbedonebyplacingalockornon-
reusablesealonthe“Y”valveorbytakingthehandleoffthe“Y”valve.

✦Vessels65feetandundermayuseaTypeI,IIorIIIMSD.Vesselsover65feet
mustinstallaTypeIIorIIIMSD.

✦AllinstalleddevicesmustbeU.S.CoastGuard–certified.

TheDischargeOfTrash
TheActtoPreventPollutionfromShipsplaceslimitationsonthedischargeof

garbagefromvessels.Itisillegaltodumpgarbage,plasticsorrefuseofanykind
intotheshorelineareasorterritorialwatersoftheU.S.VirginIslands.

✦Youmuststoretrashinacontaineronboard,andplaceitinaproperreceptacle
afterreturningtoshore.

✦Youmustdisplay,inaprominentlocation,adurableplacard(sign)atleast
4x9inchesonanyvessel26feetorlonger.Itmustnotifypassengersandcrew
aboutdischargerestrictions.

✦Sometypesofgarbagecanbedumpedmorethan3milesfromshore(seeTrash
Placard).

Pump-Out Station

Typical Marine Sanitation Device

Drainageto
pump-outstation“Y”valvemust

besecured

Pump-Out Station Sign
Signslikethesearepostedatpump-outstations
intheU.S.VirginIslands.

Trash Placard
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TheDischargeOfOilAndOtherHazardousSubstances
RegulationsissuedundertheFederalWaterPollutionControlActrequireall

vesselswithpropulsionmachinerytohaveacapacitytoretainoilmixturesonboard.
✦Youarenotallowedtodischargeoilorhazardoussubstances.
✦Youarenotallowedtodumpoilintothebilgeofthevesselwithoutmeansfor

properdisposal.
✦Youmustdischargeoilwastetoareceptionfacility.Onrecreationalvessels,a

bucketorbailerisadequate.
✦YoumustimmediatelynotifytheU.S.CoastGuardifyourvesseldischarges

oilorhazardoussubstancesinthewater.Calltoll-free1-800-424-8802.Report
thedischarge’slocation,color,source,substances,size,andtimeobserved.

✦Ifboatingonfederalwatersandyourvesselis26feetorlongeryoumust
displaya5x8inchplacardmadeofdurablematerial,fixedinaconspicuous
placeinthemachineryspaces,oratthebilgepumpcontrolstation,stating
thefollowing:

WasteManagementPlan
✦Oceangoingvesselsof40feetorlongerwithagalleyandberthmusthavea

writtenWasteManagementPlan.
✦ThecaptainofthevesselisresponsibleforimplementingtheWaste

ManagementPlan.
✦TheWasteManagementPlan,identifyingthevessel’snameandhomeport,

shouldbepostedandincludedirectivestoallpassengersand/orcrewabout:
•Dischargeofsewageandhazardoussubstances
•Dischargeofgarbageandotherfoodwaste
•Disposalofplastics,bottles,andcans
•Applicableplacardsforadditionalinformation
•Advisingthecaptainincaseofoilydischargesordieselspills.

Discharge of Oil Prohibited
TheFederalWaterPollutionControlActprohibitsthedischargeofoiloroily
wasteuponorintoanynavigablewatersoftheU.S.Theprohibitionincludes
anydischargewhichcausesafilmordiscolorationofthesurfaceofthewater
orcausesasludgeoremulsionbeneaththesurfaceofthewater.Violatorsare
subject to substantial civil and/or criminal sanctions including fines and
imprisonment.

Oil Discharge Placard
A5x8inchsignthatstatesthelawpertaining
tooildischarge

What to do in case  
of discharge:

Ifyourvesseldischargesoilorhazardous
substancesinthewater,notifytheU.S.Coast
Guard(NationalResponseCenter)bycalling:
•1-800-424-8802.

Protect the aquatic environment!
Vesseloperationdamageoccurswhenavesselis
operatedinshallowwater,runs
agroundinasensitivearea
orisoperatedwithoutregard
tothelocationofaquatic
animals.Thisdamages
importantbottomhabitats,
causesinjuryordeathto
aquaticanimals,and
wreakshavocwiththe
environment.
•Improperlylaidanchorsandchainscandamage

asensitivecoralreef–thehomeofmanymarine
creatures.Remember“millenniumstogrow,
secondstodestroy”whentalkingaboutcoral
reefs.Anchorscanalsodestroyseagrassbeds.

•Navigatinginshallowwaterandrunning
agroundcan:
- stirupsedimentsandscarseagrassbeds
- causedamagetoyourpropeller,hulland

engine.
 Operatingathighspeedonmangroveareas:

- disturbswildlife
- affectsmarineorganismsnurserygrounds.

•Excessivewakeinsensitiveareascancause
damageanderosiontoshorelinesandhabitats.

•Animalssuchasmanateesandseaturtlescan
bescarredorkilledbyinattentiveboaters.They
canalsobeputunderagreatdealofstressby
observerswhodonotrespecttheanimals’need
forspace.
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Vessel Accidents And Casualties...What The Law Requires You To Do!
✦ Anoperatorinvolvedinaboatingaccidentmuststophisorhervessel

immediatelyatthesceneoftheaccidentand:
• Giveassistancetoanyoneinjuredintheaccidentorminimizeany

dangercausedbytheaccident,unlessdoingsowouldseriously
endangerhisorhervesselorpassengers.

• Givehisorhername,addressandidentifyingnumberofhisorher
vesselinwritingtoanyoneinjuredfromtheaccidentandtotheowner
ofanydamagedproperty.

✦ TheoperatormustalsofileanaccidentreportwiththeU.S.Virgin
IslandsDepartmentofPlanning&NaturalResourcesifasaresultofthe
accident:
• Apersondiesordisappearsor...
• Apersonisinjuredor...
• Damagetothevesselandotherpropertyexceeds$100.

✦ AccidentreportformsareavailablefromtheU.S.VirginIslands
DepartmentofPlanning&NaturalResources.

Enforcement
TheboatinglawsoftheU.S.VirginIslandsareenforcedbyallpeaceofficers

oftheU.S.VirginIslands,employeesoftheDepartmentofPlanning&Natural
Resources,U.S.CoastGuardofficers,andanyotherlawenforcementofficers.

✦Anoperatormuststophisorhervesselwhensignaledtodosobyanofficer.It
isillegaltofailtostoportotrytoeludetheofficer.

✦Theofficerhastheauthoritytostopandboardyourvesselinordertocheckfor
compliancewithU.S.VirginIslandsterritoriallawsandfederallaws.

Homeland Security Restrictions 
Recreationalboatershavearoleinkeepingourwaterwayssafeandsecure.
✦Violatorsoftherestrictionsbelowcanexpectaquickandsevereresponse.

•Donotapproachwithin100yards,andslowtominimumspeedwithin500
yardsofanyU.S.Navalvessel.Ifyouneedtopasswithin100yardsofa
U.S.Navalvesselforsafepassage,youmustcontacttheU.S.Navalvesselor
theCoastGuardescortvesselonVHF-FMchannel16.

•Observeandavoidallsecurityzones.Avoidcommercialportoperationareas,
especiallythosethatinvolvemilitary,cruise-lineorpetroleumfacilities.
Observeandavoidotherrestrictedareasneardams,powerplants,etc.

•Donotstoporanchorbeneathbridgesorinthechannel.
✦Keepasharpeyeoutforanythingthatlookspeculiaroroutoftheordinary.

Reportallactivitiesthatseemsuspicioustothelocalauthorities,theCoast
Guard,ortheportormarinasecurity.

Boating Accident Report Form

AllpeaceofficersoftheU.S.VirginIslands,
employeesoftheDepartmentofPlanning&
NaturalResources,U.S.CoastGuardofficers,
andanyotherlawenforcementofficershavethe
righttostopandboardvesselsinordertocheckfor
compliancewithterritorialandfederallaws.
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